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THERE’S NO BUSINESS LIKE SHOW BUSINESS! 
Welcome to the 2024 Art Association of Harrisburg Gala!

If you were with us last year for our “Derby” Gala then you know 
how much we love a good theme. I for one enjoyed the mint julips 
and the great hats we saw last year. And though it will be a “tough 
act to follow” I have no doubt though that our “Broadway Bound” 

theme will “upstage” last year’s event! I suppose that tonight is both 
an “opening night” and a “closing night” – either way, the “lime-
light” will be on you, our “supporting cast.” In other words, thank 

you for all you do to support the Art Association of Harrisburg. 
Whether you are a sponsor, a member, a donor, a patron, 

a volunteer, a teacher, or a student – we can’t thank you enough! 
Because of your support we connect our Central Pennsylvania 

community through creativity. Feel free to “take a bow!”

I also want to give a big round of applause to everyone working so 
hard “backstage” and in the “wings” tonight. Thanks to guest star, 
David Volkman, our Honorary Chair and to Brad Gebhart, our Gala 
Chair for stage managing. Also, a huge thanks to Jonathan Frazier, 

Pam DiNicola, Cynthia Graeff, Emily Perez, Haley Baumgarten, 
Benjamin Faesel, and Rachel Jones for all their work on focusing the 

lights and building the sets! And of course, special thanks to our 
Director, Carrie Wissler-Thomas, and all the staff at AAH 

(the chorus?) for everything they do to keep this show on the road.  

And this show is quite a blockbuster: last year the Art Association of 
Harrisburg reached more people than ever – kids and adults – with 
our classes, which are made affordable thanks to this event and the 
donors who sacrifice to support our mission. Your membership and 

additional donations also allow us to keep our gallery doors open 
seven days a week at no charge to the public. Plus, with the Summer 
Soirées, In-House and Community Exhibitions, and the Harrisburg 
Gallery Walk, there is no visual arts organization in the area more 

important to our local community. 

I just got my cue to wrap up this monologue – after all, the show 
must go on! I’ll see you at intermission, until then, break a leg!



S C H E D U L E  O F  E V E N T S

Please note that all silent auction high-bidders must pay for their items  
& take them with them at the end of  the event.
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Reception - 1st Floor

Broadway Themed Butlered Hors D’Oeuvres
Music by The Noah Spangler Jazz Quartet, Wine Pull & Cash Bar
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Champagne Room - 2nd Floor

Silent Auction Open 

7:00pm 
Take Your Seats...Showtime!

Main Reception Area - 2nd Floor
Dinner - Open Seating

Welcoming Remarks from Gala Chair Brad Gebhart,
Board Chair Travis DiNicola, President Carrie Wissler-Thomas, 

Introduction of David Volkman, Honorary Chair
Music throughout Evening by DJ Jonathan Frazier
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Skit by CASA Students
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Costume Parade & Contest
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9:00pm 
Silent Auction Closes
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10:00pm 
Closure

additional donations also allow us to keep our gallery doors open 
seven days a week at no charge to the public. Plus, with the Summer 
Soirées, In-House and Community Exhibitions, and the Harrisburg 
Gallery Walk, there is no visual arts organization in the area more 

important to our local community. 

I just got my cue to wrap up this monologue – after all, the show 
must go on! I’ll see you at intermission, until then, break a leg!



M E N U

Passed Hors D’ouevres
Miniature Meat Pies - Sweeney Todd

Tuna Tataki Bites - Cats
Potatoe Latkes - Fiddler on the Roof

Bahn Mi Sliders - Miss Saigon

Salad Course
Fresh Greens, Falafel, Cucumber, Tomato, Onion, 

Yogurt Tahini Dressing - Aladdin

Entrée
Sliced New York Strip Steak, Roasted Potato, 

Grilled Onions and Mushrooms, 
Red Wine Demi-Glaze - The Lion King

 
OR 

Vegetarian Entrée
New York Vegetarian Wellington 

Zucchini, Mushrooms, Peppers, Squash, 
Cheeses Baked in Puff Pastry

Dessert/Coffee Station
Assorted Waitress Pies Tray
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Board Member
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Dear Theatre Aficionados!

Welcome to another showing of the Art Association of 
Harrisburg’s Annual Fundraising Gala. We appreciate your patronage 

and attendance for an evening of fun, frivolity, and fundraising. 

I would like to give you a backstage pass so you can join me in 
thanking the ensemble that made this production happen:  Our 
President Carrie Wissler- Thomas,  Board Chair Travis DiNicola, 

Music Director Jonathan Frazier, Creative Directors Cynthia Graeff 
and Emily Perez, Silent Auction Chair Pam DiNicola, our lead actors 
Haley Baumgarten, Benjamin Faesel and Rachel Jones and Producer 

and Honorary Maestro, David Volkman.  

This production would not have been possible without the support of 
our generous sponsors, hosts, and advertisers. Look for their names 
on the marquee! We would especially like to thank you, our guests, 
who made this event possible. Without a fabulous audience, there 

would not be a show. 

Finally, thank you to all who donned a costume representing your 
favorite Broadway play or musical. This is a Bal Masque, by any other 

name!  Now, it’s showtime!

M E S SAG E  F R O M  
T H E  C H A I R
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Welcome to Art Association of Harrisburg’s celebration of Broadway 
Bound. The influence of Broadway goes far beyond its performance 
and cultural sphere through its inspiration of the arts worldwide. 
There is no doubt that the grandeur of Broadway has ignited the 

creative spark in many artists, including painters, sculptors, 
photographers, filmmakers and fashion designers. Painting, with its 

vibrant colors includes elements of Broadway through a world of 
dazzling lights, expressive art forms and fascinating stories. 

Broadway is more than just a stage; it is one of the cultural 
phenomena of our society. Tonight ‘Broadway Bound’ will take us on 
a journey into the heart of the artistic creativity of all of our guests. 
So, fasten your seat belts and prepare to enjoy all of this evening’s 

conviviality as we unravel the secrets behind the enduring allure of 
Broadway’s magnificent productions, which will be highlighted 

during the costume parade. 
   

Throughout this evening and beyond please know that your support 
will enrich the mission of  the Art Association of Harrisburg in 

continuing to provide exemplary arts education programs, Summer 
Soirees, timely lectures, Gallery Exhibitions, among other multiple 

events that impact positively on  all in the extended community. 

At a recent Gallery Exhibition, one of our guests noted that the Art 
Association of Harrisburg was an exemplar in providing enrichment 
to all by providing events and programs that enhance our individual 

and collective intellectual growth. 
 

The Art Association of Harrisburg dates back to its beginnings in 
1926 and remains located in the Governor Findlay Mansion, with 

auxiliary sites at the Artist Studios in Reservoir Park along with 
Open Painting Studios at the Camp Hill Giant. It has been said that 
the world is constantly changing for that gives you the ability to fill 

it with your highest vision. The team at the Art Association of 
Harrisburg, with your ongoing support and engagement, 

will continue to build on that vision and continue to make an 
incredible impact on the cultural life of Central Pennsylvania.  
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I was particularly delighted when the Gala committee contrived  the 
theme for our 2024 event to be BROADWAY BOUND. As a teenager, 
I would habitually listen to records of Broadway shows as I painted 
in my studio, and took the lp’s and record player along to my dorm 

room at Hood. I knew most of the words to the songs from Camelot, 
My Fair Lady, Hello Dolly, Music Man, and Brigadoon – the music 

provided a marvelous back-drop to my painting.

So, when the Gala committee named our April 6 Gala “Broadway 
Bound,” I was bemused by the vision of attendees coming as 

characters from all my favourite shows, as well as from more 
current productions – Hamilton, Wicked, Chorus Line, Lion King…

The Gala, formerly known as the Bal Masque, originated back in 
1941, and then had a hiatus during World War II. When revived, 

the Bal was held continuously in the now-gone old Penn Harris Hotel 
downtown, and when I joined the Art Association it was held in the 

new Penn Harris on the West Shore, now the Radisson.  
When Scott and I moved to Harrisburg in 1972, I read with envy the 

full-page article about the Bal, and marveled at the gorgeous 
costumes of the attendees.  Scott and I attended the Bi-Centennial Bal 
as characters from Michener’s Centennial, and for the Anything Goes 

Bal, I was Mary, Queen of Scots, in a lavish costume created by my new 
friend Charles Schulz. I was Wonder Woman for the TV-themed 

Bal…every year was a thrill to dress up and attend the Bal!

A few years ago, the Board decided to change the Bal Masque to 
“Gala,” but it’s still the fabulous event – a chance to play dress-up 
and spend the evening as someone completely different from one’s 

work-day self. And it’s having fun for a great cause – proceeds 
generated from the Bal/Gala support all the wonderful exhibitions 
and classes the Art Association presents throughout the year, and 
enables us to keep the gallery open – free of charge – seven days 

a week!

So enjoy the evening, and play “Let’s Pretend” we’re all on 
the Broadway stage tonight! Thank you all for coming and 

supporting AAH!

M E S SAG E  F R O M  
T H E  P R E S I D E N T



I was particularly delighted when the Gala committee contrived  the 
theme for our 2024 event to be BROADWAY BOUND. As a teenager, 
I would habitually listen to records of Broadway shows as I painted 
in my studio, and took the lp’s and record player along to my dorm 

room at Hood. I knew most of the words to the songs from Camelot, 
My Fair Lady, Hello Dolly, Music Man, and Brigadoon – the music 

provided a marvelous back-drop to my painting.

So, when the Gala committee named our April 6 Gala “Broadway 
Bound,” I was bemused by the vision of attendees coming as 

characters from all my favourite shows, as well as from more 
current productions – Hamilton, Wicked, Chorus Line, Lion King…

The Gala, formerly known as the Bal Masque, originated back in 
1941, and then had a hiatus during World War II. When revived, 

the Bal was held continuously in the now-gone old Penn Harris Hotel 
downtown, and when I joined the Art Association it was held in the 

new Penn Harris on the West Shore, now the Radisson.  
When Scott and I moved to Harrisburg in 1972, I read with envy the 

full-page article about the Bal, and marveled at the gorgeous 
costumes of the attendees.  Scott and I attended the Bi-Centennial Bal 
as characters from Michener’s Centennial, and for the Anything Goes 

Bal, I was Mary, Queen of Scots, in a lavish costume created by my new 
friend Charles Schulz. I was Wonder Woman for the TV-themed 

Bal…every year was a thrill to dress up and attend the Bal!

A few years ago, the Board decided to change the Bal Masque to 
“Gala,” but it’s still the fabulous event – a chance to play dress-up 
and spend the evening as someone completely different from one’s 

work-day self. And it’s having fun for a great cause – proceeds 
generated from the Bal/Gala support all the wonderful exhibitions 
and classes the Art Association presents throughout the year, and 
enables us to keep the gallery open – free of charge – seven days 

a week!

So enjoy the evening, and play “Let’s Pretend” we’re all on 
the Broadway stage tonight! Thank you all for coming and 

supporting AAH!

Carrie Wissler-Thomas
AAH President



Brad Gebhart
Gala Chair

Travis DiNicola
Board Chair

Pam DiNicola
Silent Auction Chair

Jonathan Frazier
Music / DJ

Haley Baumgarten

Benjamin Faesal

Cynthia Graeff
Graphic Design

Rachel Jones

David Volkman
Honorary Gala Chair 

Carrie Wissler-Thomas
President 

B R OA DWAY  B O U N D  
G A L A  C O M M I T T E E



Travis DiNicola, Board Chair

Cynthia Graeff, Vice Chair
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Jonathan Frazier, Gallery Assistant
Allanna Barton, Gallery Assistant

Carrie Feidt, Gallery Assistant

Haley Baumgarten
Shamaine Daniels

Benjamin Faesel
Bradley Gebhart

Sarah Greenwald
Jillian Biehl Morrison
Barbara Passeri-Warfel

A A H  B OA R D  O F  
D I R E C T O R S



Stars of the Show ($5,000) 
Capital Blue Cross

Peggy Grove

Choreographers ($2,500)
Highmark

Higher Information Group

Stage Managers ($1,500) 
Conrad Siegel

M&T Bank

Ensemble Members ($1,000) 
Hall  Foundation
UPMC Pinnacle

In-Kind Billboard Sponsor 
Lamar Advertising

S P O N S O R S  &  A DV E RT I S O R S



Full-Page Advertisors
Cordia Energy

Cordier Auctions
Downtown Improvement District
Pennsylvania Retina Specialists

Penn National Insurance

Half-Page Advertisors
Bobby Rehal Automotive Group

Citizens Bank
Red Door Consignment Gallery



Jan & Joe Bahret

Karen Diener Best

Dr. David Bronstein

Carole Desoto

Dr. Robert Ettlinger

Cynthia & Damien Graeff

Michael Greenwald

Nicholas Hughes & Kristin Scofield

Joyce & Robert Kantor

Holly Leggett

Stephen MacDonald & Mary Warner

David Morrison

Shelly Page

Robert Potter

Thomas Robel

Debra & Seward Ryan

Dr. Wendy Schaenen & Anand Jagannath

Dr. Mary Simmonds

H O ST  C O M M I T T E E



April 12 - May 23 
Invitational Exhibition featuring Paul Nagle & Young Won

Reception April 19, 5-8 PM

Week of April 15 
Spring Classes Start 

May 31 - July 5 
“Shifting Expressions” featuring Steven Pearson & Reem Ghoti

Reception June 21, 5-8 PM

July 12 - August 15 
96th Annual Juried Exhibition

Reception July 19, 5-8 PM

July 13, 5-8 PM 
Mountaindale Soiree

Hosted by Trina & Rich Gribble
$45 In Advance, $50 at the Door

Week of July 15 
Summer Classes Start

August 3, 5-8 PM 
Manor on Front Soiree

Hosted by Sheri & Mark Bennington, 
$45 In Advance, $50 at the Door

A A H  U P C O M I N G  E V E N T S



August 23 - September 26 
“Heroes & Heroines” Fall Membership Exhibition

Reception September 8, Noon - 5 PM
Sponsored by Debra & Seward Ryan

September 8, Noon - 5 PM 
36th Annual Gallery Walk

Week of September 9 
Fall Classes Start

October 8 - November 14 
Jeff Bye Exhibition

Sponsored by David Volkman
Reception October 18, 5-8 PM

November 22, 2024 - January 3, 2025 
Ann Benton Yeager Exhibition







CREATIVITY HELPS OUR 
COMMUNITY THRIVE.

Citizens Commercial Banking greatly appreciates 
Art Association of Harrisburg for your generous 
efforts to improve our community. 

Your contribution inspires us all.

Citizens Commercial Banking is a brand name of Citizens Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. 1219895

Robinson J. Hall, Chairman
Darren Hall, Treasurer

Gerald N. Hall Jr., Secretary
Skyler Hall
Linda Koval



No matter the season... we keep downtown 
Harrisburg CLEAN, SAFE, and BEAUTIFUL 

year-round!

Visit us at 22 N. 2nd Street, or online at 
www.HarrisburgDID.com.

Stay up to date with our other events:
Harrisburg Restaurant Week - HarrisburgRestaurantWeek.com
Downtown Harrisburg Art - DowntownHarrisburgArt.com
Harrisburg St. Patrick’s Parade - HarrisburgStPatricksDayParade.com







More  
one-of-a-kind.

Less dime-a-dozen.
Helping to solve food insecurity to providing access to 
health screenings, Capital Blue Cross is investing in the 
health of our communities so that every neighborhood can 
thrive. Rooted in Central Pennsylvania and the Lehigh Valley, 
backed by national strength, we go the extra mile for you.

Capital Blue Cross is an Independent Licensee of the  
Blue Cross Blue Shield Association.



Smart, flexible
consulting 

Corporations Not-For-Profits Individuals

Education Government & 
Municipal



 Monday-Friday 10-5 • Thursday evening till 7
 Saturday 10-4

 2635 Paxton Street  
 Harrisburg   

 717.233.5111

 reddoorconsignmentgallery.comr
 reddoorconsignmentgallery@gmail.com

 affordable elegance for the home.

 now accepting consignments of fine furniture,
 from modern to antique.

 assistance with entire estates
 or individual treasures.

 Great Selection of:
 • Furniture  • Rugs
 • Antiques  • Lighting

 • Accessories



©2008 Penn National Insurance

Since 1919, 
we’ve supported efforts to 

keep our community strong.



UPMC is proud to support the Art Association of Harrisburg.  
To learn more about UPMC, please visit UPMC.com/CentralPa.

WE HONOR THE PEOPLE
WHO INSPIRE US

EVERY DAY.

BCD-CPA-18329_art_assoc_print_4.5x3.5_a.indd   1 1/23/24   11:07 AM



Cordia is Harrisburg’s provider of choice for 
reliable, efficient heating and cooling.

We’ve supported the business district and  
Capitol Complex for years. We’re excited to 
continue our commitment to Harrisburg into 
the future.

Find out more at cordiaenergy.com



 
 

Camp Hill 
220 Grandview Avenue 

Camp Hill, PA 17011 
 

Hershey 
1249 Cocoa Avenue 

Suite 104 
Hershey, PA 17033 

 
State College 

2525 Green Tech Drive 
Suite A 

State College, PA 16803 
 

York 
1600 Sixth Avenue 

Suite 112 
York, PA 17403 

 
Phone 717-761-8688 

Toll Free 1-800-633-8688 
www.paretina.com 

 

40+ Years 
Serving Central Pennsylvania and  

Surrounding Communities 

 

Available 24/7 
for phone calls, office visits, and  

surgical emergencies 
 

Offering the Latest  
Medical & Surgical 

Treatments 
ensuring patients have access to all available therapies to 

treat retinal conditions 
 

Accepting Most Insurances 





You have Business Goals. We have solutions.

  Office Solutions

  Document Solutions

We’re in business 
to help you focus on

    Marketing Solutions

    Technology Solutions

We help businesses transform their day-to-day operations 
so they can focus on what matters most. 

800.564.7002  |  info@higherinfogroup.com

Visit www.higherinfogroup.com today!


