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NEWS & CLASSES

A Day In The Life: Powerful Yet Relatable
to Open February

By Nate Foster, AAH Director of  Exhibitions

A Day in the Life: Powerful Yet Relatable features the work of  Sarah Mendez, Mark Dennis, Rebekah Campbell and 
Lisa Moore. These artists share “slice of  life” vignettes with authentic identity exploration through painting 
and sculpture, situating the viewer in the artist’s world and their lived realities. This show will be on view from 
February 27th to April 2nd. A Day in the Life will have an artist’s reception on Friday, March 20 from 5-8pm. 
We encourage attendance so you can meet the artists and learn more about their artistic process and inspiration 
behind their works. Robert Potter is the Exhibition Sponsor.

Sarah Mendez is a narrative figurative painter from Maryland whose work focuses on figures, often herself, and 
her everyday spaces. Her work explores everyday mundane settings which aim to examine how these spaces 
shape and reflect her experiences as a woman. Mendez earned her BA in Studio Art from McDaniel College 

in 2024, where she drew loose inspiration from both classical and contemporary 
compositional techniques. Influenced by artists like Millais, Paula Rego, Zoe Frank 
and Carl Dosbky, she creates compositions with a contemporary twist. “As a woman, 
my body is under constant scrutiny- whether from myself, men, or societal standards. 
Especially in this political climate, I feel as though as a Latina, my body is being 
monitored at uncomfortable levels. Knowing that these gazes are often leering, I 
chose to create compositions that put the viewer in the position of  a voyeur.” In 
Lucy Lippard’s book, “From the Center,” Lucy points that ‘When women use their 
own bodies in their artwork, they are using their selves... a significant psychological 
factor converts these bodies or faces from object to subject.’ For Mendez, “With 
each new painting, I am forcing the viewer to come up on a private moment, each 
more revealing than the last.”
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Mark A. Dennis is a realistic portrait sculptor residing in Lancaster with his wife Kelly in an old farmhouse 
lorded over by Trixie (the cat) and Rex (the Labrador). He holds a BA in Technical Theatre from Mansfield State 
College and has worked in multiple theaters as a Technical Director. As an undergrad, he began sculpting after 
taking an introductory class where he became fascinated with the bronze casting process. This method begins 
by the artist forming a sculpture out of  clay, wax, or plaster. While learning this new art form, he discovered 
his enjoyment with sculpting rather than casting. Upon graduating, he managed a bronze art foundry where 
he cast his work in different metals. Over the years, he harnessed his talent for portrait sculpting in wood, 
bronze, and for the past 15 years in polymer clay. Working in ProSculpt polymer clay, he has become one of  the 
most recognized art doll artists in the world, winning many awards and publishing his first book, “The Human 
Figure in Clay.” It serves as an introductory guide that aids new polymer clay artists in gesture, color, anatomy, 
and architecture of  design. 

Lisa Moore is an abstract painter based in Chambersburg where she lives on a small farm with her husband 
and two children, Alex and Emily. She believes art allows the world to experience emotion and peek inside 
the soul of  the artist, further enhancing how the viewer perceives her work. Within her method, she enjoys 
incorporating texture as a base layer- a foundation filled with hills and valleys. She then applies color similar 
to how each new experience adds a layer to her life. She finds her work to be reflective of  working through a 
personal journey. Her art is not only a source of  creating but rather cultivates personal growth. Her interest in 
landscapes and horizons reflect her subject matter as she creates these beautiful abstract landscapes. 

Rebekah Campbell is an award-winning Harrisburg based artist. “As a child, my curiosity and affection for fine 
art was inspired by my grandmother, Jeanne Hartman, a skilled watercolor artist and instructor. Shortly after 
graduating from high school, she began instruction under local artist Victoria Goodhart, who became a years-
long mentor and dear friend.  Currently, she is a member of  the Art Association of  Harrisburg’s open studio, a 
group started by Dick Michaelian that encourages artists to create, share, and motivate one another throughout 
their practice. As a member, she found it to be a huge motivation to keep painting and practicing her love for 
art. In addition to commissioned works, she enjoys painting landscapes inspired by hikes and road trips across 
the United States. Her favorite source of  inspiration includes the everyday moments shared with her family in 
Harrisburg.

The ever-popular Figuratively Speaking annual exhibition will debut 
on Friday, January 16, with an awards reception from 5-8pm. The 
late AAH Board Member Emeritus Randy Michener was the show’s 
sponsor.  Music at the reception will be provided by Free the Tweeds. 
The show will remain on view through February 19.

Prize sponsors for the exhibition include: Sutliff  Volkswagen, LB 
Smith Ford, Alan Hostetler  Insurance, Kathy Marley-Dunbar, Paul & 
Mary Lundeen, Art Depot, and Silvers Family Dental Care. The prize 
juror for this year’s Figuratively Speaking exhibition is artist Earle 
Rock. Visit www.artassocofhbg.com for more information.

2026 Figuratively Speaking Exhibition Goes On View
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The Art Association of
Harrisburg welcomes reader 

response. Please send us your 
thoughts or submissions to

carrie@artassocofhbg.com.

Longtime Art Association member and generous patron 
Randolph “Randy” Edward Michener died on Tuesday, 
October 21, 2025 at Lawnwood Hospital, Ft. Pierce, FL. 
He was the son and only child of  Edward and Martha 
(Mumper) Michener and bonus parent Roy J. Keefer, all 
of  whom preceded him in death.

He is survived by his partner of  39 years, Brian Judge, 
of  Hobe Sound, Fl. They lived in the Georgetown 

section of  Washington, DC, for many years before retirement.

He grew up in Camp Hill, Pennsylvania where he attended Eisenhower 
Elementary School and Camp Hill High School, graduating in 1967. He went on 
to receive a Bachelor of  Fine Arts from Philadelphia College of  Art in 1971 and 
a Master of  Fine Arts from the George Washington University in Washington, 
DC in 1973. Both degrees were with a painting specialization. In 1975, he was 
employed by Northern Virginia Community College as Program Head of  Fine 
Arts at their Manassas Campus. He taught painting, drawing and design on that 
campus for the next 36 years. He retired as a Professor Emeritus in 2013.

In 1990, he received a Chancellor’s Commonwealth Professorship of  Virginia for 
his work with early computer graphic imaging. Also, he was part of  a traveling 
Fulbright Scholarship to study the Contemporary Art of  the Czech Republic 
and Slovakia. In 1991, his painting was chosen to be included in the Washington-
Moscow Exchange, and he was chosen as one of  the artists to travel to Moscow 
for the opening reception at the Tretyakov Museum in Moscow.

His paintings have been in many exhibitions. He was a former President of  the 
Foundry Gallery in Washington, DC. He was a Board Member Emeritus of  
the Art Association of  Harrisburg, PA. When he retired he moved to his farm 
(Athdara) in Landisburg, PA, and then to Hobe Sound in Florida with his partner 
Brian. Randy Michener was a very loyal supportor of  The Art Association, 
sponsoring many exhibitions and contributing to many capital projects for the 
historic AAH building. 

There were no services in Florida or Pennsylvania. He was interred with his 
parents at Rolling Green Cemetery, Camp Hill, PA. Myers-Baker Funeral & 
Cremation Services, Camp Hill, was entrusted with funeral arrangments. In 
lieu of  flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Art Association of  
Harrisburg, 21 N. Front St., Harrisburg, PA 17101, www.artassocofhbg.com/
donate.

We will miss him tremendously.

A Note Honoring Randy Michener

Randy michener



4  AAH NEWS & CLASSES

AAH Welcomes a New Board Member
Marci Cover is a seasoned professional with a dynamic background in business, beauty,  retail, and 
human resources, and a lifelong passion for the arts. Originally from Johnstown,  Pennsylvania, 
Marci studied Business Management at the Indiana University of   Pennsylvania before pursuing 
cosmetology, where she apprenticed with globally recognized hair stylists and makeup artists at 
The Davison Companies and Matrix  Essentials. This early experience sparked her enduring love 
for artistic expression. 

Her career evolved into the retail industry, where she served as a visual designer for  American 
Eagle Outfitters, contributing to corporate visual strategy and managing stores  in Greensburg, 
Indiana, and Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. She later held leadership roles at  Bath & Body Works and 

J. Jill, where she was a General Manager and Training Store  Manager for new store openings across the East Coast. In this 
role, Marci helped shape  store aesthetics and customer engagement strategies through visual design and focus groups. 

In 2011, Marci transitioned to D&H Distributing, where she currently serves as a Learning  and Development Specialist in 
the Human Resources Department. She leads the design,  delivery, and evaluation of  the New Hire Sales Training Program 
and Sales System Trainings,  bringing her creativity and enthusiasm to every session. 

Outside of  work, Marci is an avid supporter of  the arts and community engagement. She  enjoys live music, travel (having 
visited 33 states), gardening, kayaking, yoga, painting,  photography, and museum visits. A former ballerina of  16 years, she 
continues to support  dance and artistic movement. 

Marci is also a 33-year survivor of  Hodgkin’s Disease and a dedicated volunteer with the American Cancer Society. She 
currently serves as an Executive Ambassador for the  Making Strides Against Breast Cancer Campaign in South Central PA, 
with her team aiming  to raise over $15,000 by December 1st. Their recent event, Rock Against Cancer, raised  $4,000 toward 
that goal. Her advocacy is deeply personal, inspired by her mother, a breast  cancer survivor thriving at 82. 

Having called Harrisburg home for the past 24 years, Marci is eager to contribute her  energy, experience, and love of  the 
arts to the Art Association of  Harrisburg Board. She  is passionate about fostering community connections through the arts 
and hopes to  inspire others to joy and meaning through creative expression.

marci cover

Art at Work – How Creativity Connects People
Robert Potter recently sat down with his team at Penn National Insurance and had a discussion 
about why art is important to him and how it impacts the community. He was kind enough to share 
the discussion with AAH. Here are a few snippets:

What inspired you to champion our partnership with the Art Association of  Harrisburg
and bring local artwork into our headquarters?

The Art Association of  Harrisburg (AAH), a non-profit founded in 1926, is located behind our 
building in the historic Governor Findley Mansion at 21 North Front Street. AAH provides local 
artists with opportunities to exhibit and sell their work at venues across the region and offers 

evening and weekend art classs for all ages. Penn National Insurance supports this mission by providing gallery space in our 
lobby, where AAH artists showcase rotating exhibits every three months.

“I’ve been involved with AAH for more than 20 years, including 18 years as Treasurer and board member. During our 
building restack a few years ago, we looked for ways to refresh our office space without a costly remodel. We selected four 
accent paint colors for the occupied floors and developed a plan to replace existing artwork. Working with AAH, we identified 
local abstract artists and purchased pieces for a new permanent collection. Our Facilities team installed a flexible hanging 
system, making it easy to display and periodically rotate artwork throughout the building.”

robert potter
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JONATHAN FRAZIER & CARRIE WISSLER-THOMAS presented an exhibition entitled “Along the River & Beyond” at the Arts on the 
Square Gallery at the Market Square Presbyterian Church, Harrisburg, from September 28 through December 14, displaying their oil 
paintings of the Susquehanna River, New Orleans, Gettysburg, Scotland, and France.

MINDY DEARDORFF & SHERRYL HEBERLIG will exhibit their portraits & digital photography in a show entitled “Faces & Places” at the 
Arts on the Square Gallery, Harrisburg, from January 18 thru April 19. The opening reception is Sunday, January 18, 12:15-1:30pm.

TERRY KEATING exhibited his photographs at the Yellow Bird Café in Harrisburg in September & October.

JIM MACKEY was juried into “Insights VIII” held by The Ryan Licht Sang Bipolar Foundation with “Night of the Soul.” He was the Guest 
Artist this year at the show which was held at the Zolla/Lieberman Gallery in Chicago. As Guest Artist, they displayed an additional 
two of his pieces from their permanent collection. Reception was held on the October 23rd.

Sue Marrazzo, ISAP, NCS, ISEA-NF has been invited into The International Society of Experimental Artists’ “Utterly Profound” Juried 
2025 Online Exhibit. Sue is a signature member, with this acceptance she has earned her Nautilus Fellow designation. Her piece is 
entitled “Le Voyageur.”  You can view the show online at Iseaart.Smugmug.com. 

Anni Matsick has works accepted in numerous shows opening this fall. Her painting “Smog Baby” is one of 59 works included in 
the juried Pittsburgh Society of Illustrators 30th Anniversary exhibit “MY AMERICA: An illustrated Experience.” The show opened  
October 13 at the Smithsonian-affiliated Heinz History Center in Pittsburgh, and runs through September 7, 2026. Anni’s “Perfectly 
Poised” received the Bonnie and Harrison von Duyke Award for Transparent Watercolor at the Philadelphia Watercolor Society’s 
annual “Works on Paper” exhibit, which ran October 18- November 26 at the Wallingford Community Art Center. “Just Do It!,” inspired 
by the AAH theme exhibit “Art Is . . .” was accepted into the Baltimore Watercolor Society’s Mid-Atlantic Regional Exhibition, which 
runs October 10- January 11, 2026 in Gaithersburg, Maryland.

Local ceramic artist Stephanie Wallendjack recently earned first place in Ceramic Art at the 2025 Florence Biennale in Italy — one 
of the world’s most prestigious art exhibitions. Exploring ceramics for the first time in her retirement, Wallendjack began at the 
Harrisburg Area Community College’s 65+ arts program. Her ethereal porcelain sculptures, inspired by the natural world, received 
the “Lorenzo il Magnifico Award” among more than 550 international artists. 

Members in the News

Continued from page 4

What do you see as the biggest impact of  Penn National’s support for the arts—internally and in the community?

“Each piece of  artwork purchased by the Company is an original creation by a local artist. These artists are thrilled to 
know their work is being displayed in a prominent office tower, where it can be enjoyed daily by employees and guests. This 
initiative gives employees the opportunity to experience a diverse range of  art and encourages conversations that spark 
creativity and connection. To keep the experience fresh, we periodically rotate the artwork throughout the building.”

Beyond supporting local artists, this effort also helps AAH continue its mission as they approach their 100-year celebration 
in 2026. We hope this inspires other area office buildings to adopt similar strategies for showcasing art. In its November 2024 
issue, The Burg magazine profiled Angela Lapioli, one of  the artists whose work we proudly display. The feature includes 
photographs taken in our building, along with insights on the Company’s art acquisition and what initially drew me to her 
work.

We thank Robert for highlighting our mission, his dedication to the Art Association, and for his support during his many 
years as treasurer and board member. We look forward to celebrating our centenial and setting up for the next 100 years!
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CORPORATE SPONSORS
($6,000 and above)
Grove Family Charitable Fund
The Boyd Foundation 

PLATINUM & 
HONORARY LIFE  
 MEMBERS
($5,000 and above)
Terrie Hosey
Kathy Marley-Dunbar
Randy Michener
Bill Singer
David Volkman
WHTM

FRIENDS & CONTRIBUTORS 
($1,000 and above)
The Auchincloss Family Fund of TFEC
Capital Blue Cross
The Form Foundation Fund of TFEC
  on Behalf of Seward & Debra Ryan
Peggy Grove
The Hall Foundation
Highmark
Terry A. Keating
Lamar Advertising
The M&T Foundation
Susannah & William Rothman 
Dr. Mark Walter
Lara Swafford
Rachel Atar

SPONSORS 
($500)
Dr. Robert Ettlinger
Patricia & Rolen Ferris
Susan Sheetz Fortini
Carden Holland
Eric & Amy Huck
Nicholas D. Hughes & Kristin Scofield

BENEFACTORS
($250)
Bill & Jane Allis 
E.M. Avery & Robert C. Lau
Joe & Jan Bahret
Mark & Sheri Bennington
Dr. David Bronstein
Lori & Scott Caldarelli
John Capowski
Chet Davis
James Farrell
Roger Firestone
Sarah Greenwald
Rich & Dorothy Horn
Diane Inghilterra
Richard & Jan LeBlanc
Robert Potter 
Eliseo Rosario & Terrie Rouse-Rosario
David & Donna Schankweiler
Mary Warner & Steven MacDonald
Nancy Stamm
Dan Stencovage
John Storch
The Hope Koperna Team
Barbara Passeri Warfel

Honorary Patron
Mayor Wanda Williams
The Millworks

PATRONS 
($125)
Rosemary Adusei
Marion Alexander
Sharon Amoroso
Haley Baumgarten
Ann Benton Yeager
Craig Bomberger
Mark Bradshaw
Janetta & Richard Brenner
Martha Cologie
Beth Cornell
Marci Cover

Anne Davis
Jay & Sandee Delozier
Carlo Ditonno
M. Travis & Michelle DiNicola
Benjamin Dunlap
Kate Earley
Benjamin Faesel
Donna Fisher & Thomas Schmidt
Paul Gallo
Gerry Garber
Catherine Gebauer
Cynthia Graeff
Nancy Graham
Martha Griffin
Trina & Richard Gribble
John Guarnera
Jess & John Hayden
Matt Herren & David Fedele
Floyd Kessler
Sally Klein
Kelly Krothe
M.Toquaiah Jackson
Family of Barbara York Johnson
Carol Lane
Carol Lopus
Paul and Mary Lundeen
Cathie MacArthur
The Family of Robert & Jana 
  MacGinnes
Mohsen(Mike) Matter
Ryan McCrory
Siena McLees
Richard Michaelian
Catie Moyer
Paul Nagle
Zofia Niechwiedowicz
Robert G. Nulph
Robin O’Bryan
Russell Orlando
Sondra S. Osler
Sue Pera
Leafie & Tony Phillips
Terry Pinder
Marina Radanovic
Charley Ann Rhoads

Phyllis & Jonathan Ring
Gayle Roberts Howell
Earle Rock
William & Sharon Sanderson
Kristin Scofield
Matthew Seagrist
Ron Shaffer
David Small
Elizabeth Staz
Olivia Tucker Susskind
Mary Louise Thomas
Tom Vera
Vivi on Verbeke
Rick Voight
Stephanie Wallenjack
Ted Walke
Gregg Warner
Justina Wasicek
Donald Weaver
Steve Wetzel
Jane and Jeff Wiles

PRIZE DONORS
Art Depot
Alan Hostetler Insurance
E.M. Avery & Robert Lau
Carl J. DiTonno, Architect
Kathy M. Dunbar
Susan Sheetz Fortini
Peggy Grove
Robert & Joyce Kantor
Randy Michener
Dr. John Sygielski & Steve Perrault
LB Smith Ford
Sutliff Auto Group
Silvers Family Dentistry
Dan STEN Stencovage

EXHIBITION SPONSORS 
Randy Michener
David Volkman
Seward & Debra Ryan
Robert Potter

The Art Association of  Harrisburg
is supported by:

Anne Daniel
Isaac Hart
Anigye Johnson
Kayla McNeish

Welcome New Members
SupportErs:
Claire Bodner
Sabrina Lay
Valerie McClymont
Kelsey O’Brien
Robert Parker
CINDY Viens
Anna Wenrich

students:
Anne Daniel
Isaac Hart
Anigye Johnson
Kayla McNeish

promoters:
Catherine Gatt

patrons:
Beth Cornell
Marci Cover

benefactors:
Bill & Jane Allis
Jim Farrell
The Hope Koperna Team
John Storch

friends:
Lara Swafford
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The AAH Spring 2026 Class Schedule is Online!

The AAH class schedule is now digital! The Spring 2026 semester starts in April and the schedule is flush with classes – 
children’s art, pottery, sculpture, drawing, oil, acrylics, watercolor, open studio options, and others.

Please visit our website – www.ArtAssocOfHbg.com/classes/upcoming-classes – to view the full schedule and to 
register for your classes!
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GALLERY HOURS:  Monday through Thursday – 9:30am to 9pm

Friday – 9:30am to 4pm • Saturday – 10am to 4pm  •  Sunday – 2 to 5pm

Harrisburg’s First Fine Arts Organization
21 North Front Street
harrisburg, pa 17101
717–236–1432

artassocofhbg.com

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

The Art Association of  Harrisburg has achieved the GuideStar Platinum Seal of  Transparency. This is the highest 
recognition by GuideStar, the world’s largest source of  information on nonprofit organizations, of  our commitment 
to transparency and accountability to our supporters. For more information, visit guidestar.org
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