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A Lyrical Journey: Carrie Wissler-Thomas Retrospective
Now on Display

By Alanna Barton, Acting Curator

“A Lyrical Journey,” is a retrospective exhibition for prominent artist, writer, and dedicated leader Carrie Wissler-

Thomas. With an art career spanning over five decades, her involvement in the arts goes beyond what is achievable.
She graduated with a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from Hood College, and a master’s degree from Temple
University. She and her husband Scott moved to Harrisburg in 1972, and in 1980 she was elected as president of
the Art Association Board of Directors. In 1986, she was hired as Executive Director/President, a position she has
held until her planned retirement this fall.

“A Lyrical Journey” is currently on view in the Art Association galleries through August 30, with a reception on
Friday, July 17, from 5-8pm, hosted by Martha Brown and Sandy Auxt. David Volkman is the exhibition sponsor.
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Her entire oeuvre leads in an expressionistic oil style with her signature undulating
lines and folds that appear present in both landscapes and figurative works. Many
of her landscapes capture the beauty and simplicity of her surroundings during her
travels to Scotland, France, and Spain, as well as scenes closer to home along the
Susquehanna River, while her figurative works were created in the expressionist
painting class taught by beloved artist and curator “Li” Hidley. In addition, she has
participated in over 35 solo exhibitions and was featured in multiple group shows
throughout the region. Her paintings are included in numerous private collections in
the US and Britain.

This retrospective exhibition honors her artistic legacy and impressive achievements
today, standing as an exceptional artist and leader of the Art Association of Harrisburg.



A Celebration, A Retirement...

M. Travis DiNicola, Vice Chair of the Art Association Board

As you know, the Art Association of Harrisburg is celebrating its 100™ Anniversary this year. It
is near impossible to celebrate the Art Association without also celebrating the career of Carrie
Wissler-Thomas, who will be retiring in September.

’ Yes, you read that correctly. Carrie is retiring.
TRAVIS DINICOLA

Throughout all of 2026 we are celebrating 100 years of AAH exhibitions, awards, education,
advocacy, and more — so much of that was made possible because of Carrie’s work, including our Summer Soirees and
Annual Gallery Walk, which were both started by Carrie. So, it seems appropriate that Carrie’s last official duty as our
President will be hosting the 38th Annual Gallery Walk on Sunday, September 13th. You should just mark your calendar
now to make sure you swing by AAH that day to wish her well!l The event starts at noon.

For over five decades, Carrie has been an indispensable leader in Pennsylvania’s cultural and artistic community. Since
joining the Art Association of Harrisburg over 50 years ago, first as a volunteer, then an instructor, and serving as its
President since 1986, she has demonstrated an unwavering commitment to fostering the appreciation, education, and
celebration of the visual arts throughout central Pennsylvania. Under her leadership, the Art Association — housed in the
historic Governor Findlay Mansion — has flourished as a vibrant hub for artists, educators, and the public alike, attracting
diverse audiences and promoting artistic excellence across generations.

Carrie’s contributions extend far beyond administrative leadership. As a distinguished oil painter and lifelong artist herself,
she has inspired countless students and community members to engage deeply with creative expression. Her decades of
service have strengthened Harrisburg’s cultural fabric, expanded opportunities for emerging and established artists, and
enriched the Commonwealth’s artistic landscape. Her passion, vision, and steadfast advocacy exemplify qualities we should
celebrate. In every role she has undertaken, Carrie has made Pennsylvania’s arts community stronger, more inclusive, and
more accessible.

What happens after that? Carrie will still be involved with AAH as our “President Emerita,” and plans to continue to
volunteer to help with the Gala, the Soirees, and the Gallery Walk. As you can imagine, trying to fill her shoes is not an
easy task — and we decided one person couldn’t really do it. So, instead, members of the board of directors came up with
a succession plan over the past year that will restructure many roles at AAH — creating a shared leadership model that has
become more common at some nonprofits.

I'm very pleased to announce that Debbie Smith, owner and President of the well-known The Smith Gallery & Fine
Custom Framing in New Cumberland, will become our new part-time Executive Director and President. Debbie will
continue to run her frame shop, but will be taking-on this new leadership role responsible for the financial management,
administration, earned revenue, marketing, and oversight of staft and programs. Moving forward, Debbie will be the
strategic voice and vision of AAH.

There will be a new full-time role of Exhibitions and Education Director, which we are currently in the process of
interviewing candidates for. This person will oversee the exhibitions at AAH, as well as within the community, and also
act as a sort of “headmaster” for the school and the classes we offer throughout the year to over 650 students. We hope to
introduce you to this person soon!

Facebook.com/ArtAssocofHbg - is updated regularly by Alanna Barton and is a
great complement to our website — ArtAssocOfHBG.com - updated weekly by our
Webmaster Randy Miller.
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...A New Vision
to KRick Oft the Next 100 Years

Additionally, I have stepped down from my role as the Chair of the Board, and am now
the Vice Chair. This will allow me to take on a part-time role of “Senior Advisor for
Fundraising” — specifically helping with our donor campaigns, events, and grants to
secure the funds we need to be successful as we move forward. This is the type of work
that I have three decades of professional experience in, and which I am thrilled to bring
to AAH.

There are other changes on the board as well. Board member Russ Orlando is now the
Chair, Keith Graham is our new Treasurer, and Ben IFaesel will continue as Secretary. We
also are welcoming four new board members: Morgan Baker, Kelly Bardon, Neely Irye,
and Matt Herren. Long serving members, Cynthia Graeff and Brad Gebhart have rotated
off the board but are staying on as volunteer members with our events committee as well
as the leadership transition committee.

And I want to mention one other event, with more details coming soon. This fall,
on November 14th, we are having our first ever Members, Teachers, and Students
Appreciation Event at Strawberry Square. It will be a great early holiday party for all of
us.

It's amazing to think that when Gertrude Olmsted McCormick founded the Art
Association of Harrisburg in 1926 that her legacy would not only survive, but thrive 100
years later — due greatly to the work Carrie has done to preserve this legacy.

Carrie, thank you! We wish you only the best in your retirement.

“1926: Harrisburg’s Cultural Explosion in the 1920s”
An [llustrated Lecture Announced

Historian David Morrison will present his new illustrated
lecture, “1926: Harrisburg’s Cultural Explosion in the 1920s,” at
the Art Association of Harrisburg, Thursday, July 23, at 6pm.
The program explores Harrisburg’s nationally prominent “City
Beautiful” movement, the fabulous Front Street mansions built
during the “Roaring Twenties,” and the cultural explosion that
gave birth in 1926 to both the Art Association and Harrisburg
Community Theatre (now Theatre Harrisburg). David Morrison
is Executive Director of the Historic Harrisburg Association;
he frequently writes and talks about Harrisburg history and
architecture. This special program is open to the public free of change. Light refreshments
will be served. The Art Association is headquartered in the historic Governor Findlay
Mansion at 21 N. Front Street.

DAVID MORRISON
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Summer Poetry Reading

A poetry reading will take place on Sunday, August 16 at 2pm. Featuring readings from Georgia Masters Earp, Eileen
Graham, and Judith Kennedy, the event will take place at 21 North Front Street Harrisburg, the event is free and open to the
public. Light refreshments will be served

EILEEN GRAHAM
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Dauphin County Resident Georgia Masters Earp, whose pen name is Lucy Sage, is a long-time
member of the Art Association of Harrisburg, and will be reading from her recently published first
book of poetry, I Am From the 20th Century. She earned a B.S. in Art Education and a Master’s
in Public Administration from Penn State, and worked for politicians for 30 years. Her poems have
been published in Underwood Press, The Closed Eye Open, Writing in a Woman’s Voice, and Quail
Bell , among others. Currently, she is working on a memoir and a collection of poems from three
generations (poems by her father, nephew, and her).

Lancaster County resident, Judith Kennedy lives in Marietta, Pennsylvania. She has written two
books, To See in the Night and Salted Wakings with poems published by Atlanta Review, Poem,
Ellipsis, and Keystone Anthology: Contemporary Poets on Pennsylvania. Her third book, Variances
of Light, is looking for a home. She wrote the biographical introduction to The Civil War Memoir
of Sgt. Christian Lenker, her great grandfather. Excerpts of the memoir are included in Write Face
performances, a support group for veterans.

From Adams County, retired high school teacher, journalist, college fundraiser and part-time farmer,
Eileen Graham is a lifelong procrastinator who needs a deadline to survive. Poetry and membership
in a small but dedicated writers group have helped her do that. Her published work includes reportage
and more than 20 years of self-syndicated weekly columns for a handful of newspapers including The
Patriot-News; one book, An Outlander’s Journal, compiling the best of these; magazine articles; and
a piece in The New York Times. With her dog, Izzy, she abides in an old Adams County farmhouse,
where after nearly 52 years, she remains an outlander.



2026 FFall Membership Exhibition Announced

“Legendary and Historical” is the theme for the 2026 IFall Membership
— Exhibition. Artists are encouraged to interpret this theme however they find
suitable. It can be a legendary artist, historical building, acclaimed novel, etc. that

LE GE NDL’*\R\7 % \/ falls within this category. You can be imaginative as possible!

g
X

HISTORICAL

September § - October 8, 2026

with the opening reception on Gallery Walk, Sunday, September 13, noon
to 5pm. Music will be provided by Hemlock Hollow. If you have any other
questions you can contact Alanna at alanna@artassocofthbg.com

F This year’s Fall Membership Exhibition is sponsored by Debra & Seward Ryan,

Intake: August 16-August 30, during regular gallery hours Monday - Thursday: 9:30am to 8:00pm, Friday: 9:30am-4pm
Saturday: 10am-4pm, Sunday: 2pm-5pm.

Eligibility: All AAH artists whose dues are up to date are eligible to enter the show. (Artists may join or renew when
entering the exhibition).

Rules of Entry:

* All artwork must be convey the theme “Legendary and Historical.”

* Limit 2 entries per artist.

*  Entries may NOT have been exhibited in the AAH main galleries previously.

*  All styles and medium are accepted.

*  No works may be larger than 48” in any direction.

*  All 2-dimensional works MUST have screw-eyes and wire in place for hanging to adhere to our S-hook and chain
system.

*  All works on paper must be framed under glass or plexiglass. (No uniframes permitted.)

*  Works on stretched canvas may have painted edges in lieu of frames.

* If work is for sale, we retain 1/3 of sale price. If work is not for sale, you can list as PC (Private Collection) with
insurance value.

Entry Fee: $15 per entry.

Award Categories: Oils/Acrylics, Sculpture/Ceramics, Other Media, Photography, Watercolor, Works on Paper, and Best
of Show.

Prize Sponsors: Carrie Wissler-Thomas, E.M. Avery and Robert Lau, Rick and Jan LeBlanc, Steve Perrault, Dr. John “Ski”
Sygielski, ED, Carlo Ditono, Alan Hostetler Insurance, & David Volkman.

Prize Juror: Hong Huo
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The Art Association of Harrisburg

1s supported by:

CORPORATE SPONSORS
($6,000 and above)

Grove Family Charitable Fund
The Boyd Foundation

PLATINUM &
HONORARY LIFE
MEMBERS

($5,000 and above)
Terrie Hosey

Kathy Marley-Dunbar
Randy Michener

Bill Singer

David Volkman
WHTM

FRIENDS & CONTRIBUTORS

(51,000 and above)

Rachel Atar

The Auchincloss Family Fund of TFEC

Capital Blue Cross

The Form Foundation Fund of TFEC
on Behalf of Seward & Debra Ryan

Peggy Grove

The Hall Foundation

Highmark

Terry A. Keating

Lamar Advertising

The M&T Foundation

Susannah & William Rothman

Dr. Mark Walter

Lara Swafford

SPONSORS

($500)

Dr. Robert Ettlinger

Patricia & Rolen Ferris

Susan Sheetz Fortini

Carden Holland

Eric & Amy Huck

Nicholas D. Hughes & Kristin Scofield
John Reitze

BENEFACTORS
($250)
Bill & Jane Allis

Marky Barto
George Carlson
David Carr

Elizabeth Myers Castonguay

John Cline
Celestine Dantzler
Logan Glaviano
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E.M. Avery & Robert C. Lau
Joe & Jan Bahret

Mark & Sheri Bennington

Dr. David Bronstein

Lori & Scott Caldarelli

John Capowski

Chet Davis

James Farrell

Roger Firestone

Sarah Greenwald

Rich & Dorothy Horn

Diane Inghilterra

Richard & Jan LeBlanc
Robert Potter

Eliseo Rosario & Terrie Rouse-Rosario
David & Donna Schankweiler
Mary Warner & Steven MacDonald
Nancy Stamm

Dan Stencovage

John Storch

The Hope Koperna Team
Barbara Passeri Warfel

HONORARY PATRON
Mayor Wanda Williams
The Millworks

PATRONS

($125)

Rosemary Adusei

Marion Alexander

Sharon Amoroso

Kelly Bardon

Haley Baumgarten

Ann Benton Yeager

Craig Bomberger

Bill Bonney

Mark Bradshaw

Janetta & Richard Brenner
Martha Cologie

Beth Cornell

Marci Cover

Anne Davis

Jessica Delo

Jay & Sandee Delozier
Carlo Ditonno

M. Travis & Michelle DiNicola

Welcome New Members

Pip Kerr

Jeremy Lopus

Jill Pae

Ruby Redulla
Gregorio Santanna
Lillian Griffiths

Meaghan Abbott
Lindsay Bailor
Carol Gomber
Kurt Jarvis

Gloria Peifer
Kourtney Stone

Benjamin Dunlap

Kate Earley

Cindy Essig

Benjamin Faesel

Donna Fisher & Thomas Schmidt

Neely Frye

Paul Gallo

Gerry Garber

Catherine Gebauer

Cynthia Graeff

Keith Graham

Nancy Graham

Martha Griffin

Trina & Richard Gribble

Elaine Groff

John Guarnera

Jess & John Hayden

Matt Herren & David Fedele

Floyd Kessler

Sally Klein

Kelly Krothe

M.Toquaiah Jackson

Family of Barbara York Johnson

Carol Lane

Carol Lopus

Martin Lowy

Paul & Mary Lundeen

Cathie MacArthur

The Family of Robert & Jana
MacGinnes

Mohsen(Mike) Matter

David McBride

Ryan McCrory

Siena McLees

Richard Michaelian

Catie Moyer

Paul Nagle

Zofia Niechwiedowicz

Robert G. Nulph

Robin O’Bryan

Russell Orlando

Sondra S. Osler

Sue Pera

Terry Pinder

Marina Radanovic

Charley Ann Rhoads

Phyllis & Jonathan Ring

Gayle Roberts Howell

Theresa Swartz
Cheryl ElImo
Majeed Abdurrahman

Kelly Bardon
Jessica Delo
Cindy Essig
Neely Frye
Martin Lowy
Rick Snizik

William & Sharon Sanderson
Kristin Scofield
Matthew Seagrist
Ron Shaffer

Rick Snizik

Elizabeth Staz

Olivia Tucker Susskind
Mary Louise Thomas
Nathan Urich

Tom Vera

Vivi on Verbeke

Rick Voight

Stephanie Wallenjack
Ted Walke

Gregg Warner

Justina Wasicek
Donald Weaver

Steve Wetzel

Jane and Jeff Wiles

PRIZE DONORS

Art Depot

Alan Hostetler Insurance
E.M. Avery & Robert Lau
Carl J. DiTonno, Architect
Kathy M. Dunbar

Susan Sheetz Fortini
Peggy Grove

Robert & Joyce Kantor
Randy Michener

Dr. John Sygielski & Steve Perrault
LB Smith Ford

Sutliff Auto Group
Silvers Family Dentistry
Dan STEN Stencovage
Carrie Wissler-Thomas

EXHIBITION SPONSORS
Cynthia Graeff

David Volkman

The Late Randy Michener
Robert Potter

Samantha Carney




The AAH Summer 2026 Class Schedule is Online!

The AAH class schedule is now digital! The Summer 2026 semester starts in July and the schedule is flush with classes —
children’s art, pottery, sculpture, drawing; oil, acrylics, watercolor, open studio options, and others.

Please visit our website — www.ArtAssocOfHbg.com/classes/upcoming-classes — to view the full schedule and to
register for your classes!

Join Us for the 38™ Annual Harrisburg Gallery Walk

V o, o The highly-anticipated 38th ANNUAL HARRISBURG GALLERY WALK will take place on

/’ﬂ — Sunday, September 13, noon to 5pm with twelve participating venues. Founded and coordinated

‘, i e annually by The Art Association of Harrisburg, Gallery Walk officially begins at AAH at 21 N.

% y // Front St, with the FFall Membership Exhibition “Legendary & Historical” on view, a toast to the
/ 4 Association’s 100th anniversary this year. Hemlock Hollow will be providing lively music in the

garden throughout the afternoon, with the awards ceremony at 1pm.

The Historical Society of Dauphin County, 219 S. Front St., will show oft the handsome John Harris/Simon Cameron

Mansion, and the McCormick Riverfront Library at 101 Walnut St. will feature the art of Shelly Lipscomb Echivera

and Reshmi Khatun. Further up Front St., St. Stephen’s Riverfront Gallery will showcase historic items and images

commemorating the Cathedral’s 200th anniversary.

Gallery@Second, 608 N. Second St., will display their signature “contemporary, low-brow, and pop surrealist artwork” by
various local artists. Historic Harrisburg Resource Centre, 1230 N. Third St., will feature a photographer and a painter, as
well as historical memorabilia. VIVI ON VERBEKE, 258 Verbeke St., will display current work by Vivian Sterste and Jeb
Boyd, highlighting the beauty of Harrisburg, the Susquehanna River, and their community.

Midtown Scholar Bookstore, 1302 N. Third St., along with Robinson’s Lower Level, will showcase rare & unusual fine
prints & engravings, contemporary photography, & artists in conversation.

Mangia Qui, 272 North Street, will display varied artwork, with brunch being served at Rubicon from 11am-38pm. The bar
will remain open until 5pm.

The Millworks, 340 Verbeke St., will invite guests to visit the artists’ studios throughout the building. At Susquehanna
Art Museum, 1401 N. Third St., “Questioning IFrrom the Inside: Works by SOHYUN BAE,” a thematic retrospective that
celebrates Bae’s prolific career, will be on view. The exhibition explores themes of cultural memory, Korean history, Jewish
mysticism, and the natural world.

Second-to-last stop on Gallery Walk will be Charles Feathers’ Studio, 1686 Green Street. Feathers is a Harrisburg
artisan, an outlier, and says he is “unschooled.” His media range from clay, to fashion, “recycled “ art, and beyond. The last
stop is new this year — St. Pauls Episcopal Church Gallery, 248 Seneca Street. There will be featured artwork by Shelly

Ecchevaria,, Katherine Hettinga, The African American Quilters Gathering, and other local artists.”

Gallery Walk is free — come out on Sunday, September 13, noon to 5pm, and ENJOY!
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